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Unanimous:  unus meaning “one” and animus meaning “spirit” or 
“mind”

unanimus Latin meaning “of one mind”

Definition of Parliamentary Usage: 

On questions of little importance when members appear to be of 
“one mind”, the chair assumes agreement, if no one objects to 
the statement of the adoption of the motion. 

Variations stated in RONR: 

1) No Objection:

“If there is no objection, the motion will be adopted”

2) Without Objection:

“Without Objection, the motion will be adopted”

Handling the Unanimous Consent

#1) State the Intent
“If there is no objection,”

#2) State the Motion, as if forgone conclusion.  Always assume no 
objection.

“we will purchase a computer for the office”

#3) Pause for period based on circumstances.  Allow enough time for 
honest objection.

#4) Announce the Result
“There being no objection, we will purchase a computer for 

the office.   The next item of business is……”

Unanimous Consent
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Never Use Unanimous Consent when:

• Statutory Requirement
• A record for the minutes is needed
• When a clear opposition is present
• Involves high expense in terms of money or personnel

Motion’s Effect on Fundamental Rights: 

(Right of the Majority to Decide, Right of the Minority to be heard, 
Right of the Absent to be Protected)

The use of unanimous consent can potentially deny a member of 
his right to speak, make secondary motions and vote.   Therefore, 
every opportunity to object must be allowed.

RONR 4:60 “Unanimous consent” does not necessarily imply 
that every member present is in favor of the proposed action; it 
may only mean that the opposition, feeling that it is useless to 
oppose or discuss the matter, simply acquiesces.

Other Rules of Orders:  All Rules of Order have some variation 
on the Unanimous Consent

Unanimous Consent
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How to Respond to a Unanimous Consent Call:

I object:

Forces the handling of the motion to standard practice 
(State motion, debate, put motion, announce result)

I reserve the right to object:

Stops the unanimous consent process to allow for a 
parliamentary inquiry or request for information, to be followed by 
either an objection or a withdrawal of the objection.

#1) Stop the Process

“I reserve the right to object”
#2) Make inquiry

“I rise to a parliamentary inquiry”
Or

“I rise to request for information”

#3) Resolve

“I object to the unanimous consent”
Or

“I withdraw my objection”

CONSENSUS, UNANITMITY,
AND CONSENT

I Object!
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